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Laity Sunday. You may have never heard of it. It began in the 1920’s 
among Methodist churches to emphasize that ALL Christians are called 
to ministry and not just ordained clergy. This is even more important 
in era of the ‘tyranny of professionalization’ and a time of ‘hiring’  
clergy to do the work of the church. Both are counter to the gospel.  

Luke tells the story of a widow in Luke 18 who refuses to give up her 
plea for justice, hounding a judge who neither fears God nor respects 
people. Her persistence is exhausting but, in the end, she prevails. 

Jesus tells this story so his followers “might always pray and not lose 
heart.” But notice who embodies that lesson—not a rabbi, not a priest, 
not a prophet, but an ordinary woman with no social standing, no  
credentials, no power except her determination. She is the church’s 
first lay leader, if you will, showing us what it looks like to persist in 
faith when the odds are against us. 

Laity Sunday matters because the church would wither without the 
widows and carpenters, the teachers and nurses, the accountants and 
retirees who keep showing up. It is their prayers, their steady  
presence, their insistence on God’s justice that carry the gospel into 
places pastors will never reach. Clergy may preach about persistence 
on Sunday morning, but it is the laity who practice it Monday through 
Saturday—visiting neighbors, teaching children, feeding the hungry, 
tending the sick, writing letters to those in power. 

The widow’s voice is still ringing in the ears of an unjust judge. And the 
voices of ALL God’s people are still ringing in the world—small,  
persistent, faithful. 

- Rev. Bill Worley, PSE Conference Minister 
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