
 

Lord, when did we see you sick or in prison and visit thee? 

And the King will answer them, “Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren you did it to me.” 

Date:  June 25th 
Time:  3:30pm  
Online and at New Goshenhoppen UCC 

The practice of visiting with men and  
women while in prison is perhaps one of 
the least practiced traits of discipleship on 
the list. Members and congregations often 
make charitable gifts for the sake of the 
poor, the homeless, those suffering from 
personal or environmental accidents. Members in congregations routinely  
remember, pray for, and visit those whom we know are sick. But to visit the  
imprisoned? For the most part that does not happen. This is for a variety of very 
legitimate reasons: ignorance of the mostly hidden population, institutional 
restrictions, and fear and prejudice. Yet the call of the Christ still exists. 

The PSEC Addiction Task Force is now working with Rev. Russ Gates, former 
Chaplain at Phoenix Maximum Security State Prison (in Graterford) to raise 
awareness of the people held in our criminal justice system and to remember 
that they too are children of God and worthy of our compassion. We hope to 
offer our conference an email “Pen Pal” program (pun intended). This program 
would give some especially caring individuals a safe and effective way to  
communicate with some inmate electronically. The purpose is to simply relate 
person to person and give that stranger some hope of knowing that others care 
about their wellbeing. 

The communication would be through a secure App, sanctioned by the  
Department of Corrections. No personal phone or address information would 
be exchanged. 

If you are interested in learning more about this act of discipleship, we  
welcome you to attend an informational/training event led by Russ Gates. To 
register, go to psec.org, click on the Events & News Tab, then click on the date 
on the calendar. 

PSEC Addiction Task Force Training for Pen Pals 

May 21, 2023 

Date:  June 21st 
Time: 7:00 pm 

Have you ever had the experience of 
leading in worship and felt that you 
called to do more of it? As anyone  
ever said to you that should think about 
being a pastor? Discussions around these questions and what it means to be 
called will be answered at this one-hour gathering. In addition, you’ll hear 
brief stories of others who have answered the call to serve the church in 
these roles at different points of their lives. 

Facilitator: PSE Conference Minister, Rev. William (Bill) P. Worley 
To register: go to psec.org and click on the Events & News Tab, then click on 
the date on the “Calendar” 

Are You Being Called to Ministry ? 

Summer Courses for Lay Members 
with PA Academy of Ministry 

Biblical Interpretation 1—  
May 23-June 27, Tuesday, 7:00-8:30 p  via Zoom 
Would you like an introduction or a refresher on biblical interpretation? 
Clergy and laity are invited to join instructor Kelsey Wallace for an  
introduction to the art and practice of biblical interpretation. Old  
Testament / Hebrew Bible.  

Biblical Interpretation 2— 
Jul 11-Aug 15, Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30p via Zoom 
Instructor Kelsey Wallace. New Testament. Open to all laity and clergy; 
Biblical Interpretation 1 is NOT required.  
 
For more information:  lancasterseminary.edu/programs/pennsylvania-
academy-of-ministry/ 


