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Matthew 5:23-24   So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 
remember that your brother or sister[a] has something against you, leave 
your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother 

or sister,[b] and then come and offer your gift. (NRSV) 
 

Friday Morning – 9:45 am 
 

   Verse 1 of “In the Bulb, there is a Flower”  
     (Permission by One License # 708988) 
 
One: Sometimes, it’s difficult to see hope in the midst of death. Sometimes, it is hard 
to think about rainbows when the clouds are darkening. For all of us, death and loss 
are uncomfortable realities to live with. 
 

All: We are people of the resurrection. This is what makes us different, and a bit 
concerned. Concerned about the afterlife; concerned about this life too. 
 

Two: Yes, we are the people of the resurrection, yet we also love this life that we live 
in community, with all of its peaks and valleys. We can see where we are now, but 
God can see where we might be. 
 

All: If we focus on this life only, we are to be most pitied. If we ignore the needs 
around us now, we have much to be concerned about later. 
 

Silence 
 
Verse 2 of “In the Bulb, There is a Flower”  

 
One: We fear the unknown and we fear silence. We want answers that we can be 
illusive, just like we want to fill every moment with noise so we don’t have to listen to 
God. And yet, God is still speaking. 
 

All: God is still speaking, and we struggle to listen. We fear the darkness, and we 
love the light. Yet, the light sometimes shows us truth about ourselves that we 
don’t want to know. 
 

Two: It is easy to get lost in the past, while the present is yearning to be lived. We 
have been called to remember the past, embrace the present, and look forward to a 
bright, yet uncertain future. 
 

All: God sees within the mystery – God is the mystery – and God leads us to 
futures we could never imagine. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A+23-24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23258a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A+23-24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23259b


 

 

 
  Silence 
 

Verse 3 of “In the Bulb, There is a Flower” 
 
One: So, lift up your hearts and embrace the new possibilities that God is bringing into 
our midst! 
 
 All: We lift them up to God, who made the universe and all that is in it! 
 
Two: If our hearts are troubled, we are in good company. Still, God has called us to 
allow the truth to set us free! May this weekend be one of transformation, 
reconciliation, and new beginnings! 
 
 All: Thanks be to God – Amen! 
 
Musicians: The Rev. Zachary Jackson, The Rev. David Heckler, The Rev. Dr. Steve Ohnsman, PhD 
Permission to use music by One License # 708988 
Liturgists:  Rev. Melanie Lawrence-Caldwell, Rev. Roger Ulrich 
This service was primarily created by Steve Ohnsman and dramatically improved by the PSEC 
Worship Team 
    
 

 

“Be Transformed” 

Romans 12: 
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